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Can you believe that there are millions of children in Commonwealth countries who do not have the opportunity to learn – simply because they are deaf? There are millions more children who are not deaf, but who are at risk of becoming so because they suffer from ear disease or other conditions that can cause hearing loss.

Sound Seekers is dedicated to helping these children. One way we help is by providing countries with mobile ‘HARK’ clinics that can visit towns and villages, so children’s hearing can be checked, and ear disease can be treated.
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Sound Seekers is helping deaf children in these countries of the Commonwealth: 

Uganda, Namibia, Lesotho, Sierra Leone, India, The Gambia, Tanzania, Ghana, Tanzania and Zambia. 

Learn how to communicate with deaf people!
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Some deaf people use sign language to talk to each other.
On this page is the British sign-language alphabet.
Can you learn how to spell your name using it?
What causes deafness?

The ear is your personal sound-collecting unit.  It works by picking up sound waves which make the eardrum vibrate.  These vibrations are then sent by nerves to the brain.

The ear has 3 main parts:-

1. The outer ear – the part you can see and the canal leading to the eardrum

2. The middle ear – contains 3 tiny bones which move as the eardrum vibrates

3. The inner ear – where all the sounds are collected and sent to the brain for sorting.
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The ear is very delicate and can be easily damaged by:

· Too much loud noise

· Illness such as mumps, measles or meningitis
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Sticking things in your ear!

In developing countries one of the most common causes of deafness is called infective middle ear disease.  If you get an earache this could mean you have an infection in your middle ear.  In this country it can be easily treated but in some countries it is a real problem and if not treated can lead to deafness.

Too much loud noise can cause deafness.  

That includes playing your MP3 player too loudly.
What can be done to help?
Lots of things can be done to help people who are deaf or have trouble hearing and you can learn some ways too.

Hearing aids are a common form of help.  A hearing aid has a microphone which picks up sound, an amplifier which makes it louder and an earphone to carry the sound to the ear.

There are 3 main kinds of hearing aid:
1. Behind the ear
 
2. In the ear. 

3. Cochlear Implant.
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A behind the ear hearing aid
In life we can take so much for granted.  Our hearing is such a precious gift, allowing us to communicate with our friends and family, to enjoy our favourite music and the radio, and to understand what people are saying on television.  We might think, because we can hear, that we will always be able to do so.  But we need to look after our hearing, and that means being aware of what can cause us to lose it. 
The Commonwealth
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Can you match these countries up to their names and flags on the other side?

	Antigua and Barbuda
	

	Dominica 
	

	Malawi 
	


	Papua New Guinea 
	


	Swaziland 
	



	Australia 
	

	Fiji Islands 
	


	Malaysia 
	


	St Kitts and Nevis 
	


	Tonga 
	



	The Bahamas 
	

	The Gambia 
	

	Maldives 
	


	St Lucia 
	


	Trinidad and Tobago 
	



	Bangladesh 
	

	Ghana 
	


	Malta 
	


	St Vincent and the Grenadines 
	


	Tuvalu 
	



	Barbados 
	

	Grenada 
	


	Mauritius 
	


	Samoa 
	


	Uganda 
	



	Belize 
	

	Guyana 
	


	Mozambique 
	


	Seychelles 
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	United Kingdom 
	



	Botswana 
	

	India 
	


	Namibia 
	


	Sierra Leone 
	


	United Republic of Tanzania 
	



	Brunei Darussalam 
	

	Jamaica 
	


	Nauru
	


	Singapore 
	


	Vanuatu 
	



	Cameroon 
	

	Kenya 
	


	New Zealand 
	


	Solomon Islands 
	


	Zambia 
	



	Canada 
	

	Kiribati 
	


	Nigeria 
	


	South Africa 
	



	Cyprus 
	

	Lesotho 
	


	Pakistan 
	


	Sri Lanka 
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